The Semester in Review:
Compiled by Wakefield High School’s Journalism Class

SEPTEMBER

Week of September 9

September 6

Students crowded the Wakefield hallways that had been empty for two months on the first day of school. Everyone greeted each other with a big smile: happy to see their friends and teachers. The staff members and students were excited for the new school year.

Week of September 16

September 12

The PTA met at 7:00 pm in room 110 to discuss the current school year and what was to come during the year. Many parents showed up to share their ideas. Budget and Membership were big topics at the meeting led by Theresa Schweser – Wakefield PTA President.  
 September 14

Auditions for the fall play, “The Marriage of King Neptune & Miss Hollywood”, took place in the auditorium at 3:30 pm. Over 50 students went out for the play but only a select few were privileged enough to make the cut.

Week of September  23 
September 19

The 19th was the first day of SOL Summer Expedited Retakes. Students could only qualify for a retake if they scored less than a passing grade during the previous school year on their SOL or they were absent. All retakes were all taken online. The retakes took place until the end of the month, September 30th.

September 20

Varsity Girls Field Hockey won their first game in six year. The Lady Warriors beat the 2010 Liberty District Champions, Thomas Jefferson Science & Tech, 2-1 in overtime. When the team won fans and other teammates stormed the field in joy.

September 22 - 23

Some seniors spent their days in the cafeteria retaking their Senior Portraits by Lifetouch Portraits. These photos will be in the Wakefield Yearbook 2011-2012.

. 

OCTOBER

Week of October 8

October 1

Students ended spirit week with the annual Homecoming Dance. The dance was located in the small gym and lasted from 8 pm until 11 pm. The students danced the night away with all different types of music genres. Snacks and beverages were on sale for a low fee.  

Week of October 14

October 12

Arlington Public Schools sponsored the annual College Night at Ballston Common Mall. 200 colleges were invited to attend as well as all county students. Colleges spoke about what they were looking for, financial aid and different options students have. 

October 14

Wakefield Varsity Football traveled to Falls Church High School. The boys played a long game but came out with a 27-20 win over the Jaguars. 

Week of October 28

October 25

Varsity Cheer competed in National District cheer competition held at Hayfield High School. Wakefield went into finals seeded 7th at the end of prelims but came out 5th, only 1 point behind 4th place Washington-Lee. This was Wakefield’s first time placing in the last 5 years. 

NOVEMBER 
Week of November 3

November 2

Band, Orchestra, and Chorus, students prepared a fall concert for parents, students and faculty that attend Wakefield..

Week of November 10

November 7

Tryouts began for students interested in competing in Winter Sports. Over fifty students came out for Winter Sports such as Boys and Girls Basketball, Indoor Track, Cheerleading, Gymnastics, Wrestling and Swimming. 

November 7th was also the last day of the first grading period of the 2011-2012 school year. It marked the halfway point of the end of the first semester. 

November 9

 9-12th grade had a parent’s information night about NAVIANCE in room 110. The students and their parents could set up an account for college. 
November 10

Hispanic Parents met together in a room at Wakefield @ 7 p.m. They discussed the system of location in Spanish because most parents don’t know where they are. One technique they used to explain was flash cards.

Week of November 18

 November 14
Parents of Wakefield students in the PTA discussed fund raisers to raise money for the school.

November 17

Students from 9-12th grades who missed their yearbook pictures had a chance to retake them on this day in the auditorium lobby.

The Fall sports season ended with the Fall Sports Banquet. The banquet honored participants in fall sports such as Football, Field Hockey, Cross Country, Volleyball and Cheerleading. Special recognition was given to Honor athletes, Peyton Johnson for achievements in Golf and retiring Coach Almond. 

Week of November 25

November 22

The Wakefield High School Varsity Basketball team started their season in a non-District game. The team traveled to South Lakes High School, and beat them by a score of 58 points to 47. 
Week of December 1

November 28

All ninth grade students went on a tour of the Career Center to learn more information on classes offered there for students in the county. It took two days for all students to attend and the tours took half the day. The tours were sponsored by the Counseling Department. 

DECEMBER

 Week of December 9
December 2

All the teachers at Wakefield High School had meetings that were meant for planning the upcoming events that are going to happen in the school year. Instead of hiring substitute teachers, they put the students on a special bell schedule, and then the students got to leave school that day at 12:21

December 5

The Wakefield Interact Club united the whole school by organizing a food drive. This charity event resulted in the collection of over 800 cans of food which were donated to the less fortunate. The students brought in cans so that their class could eventually win the overall prize of a pizza party.

December 6

English Poetry at Wakefield High School was provided by several students who competed for the best memorized poem. The winner of this contest was senior Cindy Portillo who entertained the audience by reciting “Heaven” by Cathy Song. 

December 10

The actors and actresses in the Wakefield Theater Class performed an amusing play called “The Marriage of Ms. Hollywood and King Neptune.”  This fall play was enjoyed by many students, teachers and parents. 

The mid-quarter advisories grades were sent home for all Wakefield students.

Week of December 16 

December 12 
At 7pm, Wakefield High School had a Winter Musical show in the Auditorium. The Chorus students and the Madrigal Singers, the  Orchestra performed and the Band members all performed.

The Junior class began a Candy Gram sale. This fundraiser will make it possible for the junior Warrior class to take a boat cruise on the Potomac River after they graduate.

December 17 

The swim team hosted a meet against the Mount Vernon Majors from Alexandria.

The Warriors knocked off the Majors in both the butterfly and the backstroke as well. The team  managed to give the Majors another loss on the road and give the Wakefield swim team another great win.

Week of December 23

December 19

The Holiday spirit was awakened by beautiful melodies and musical pieces sung and played by the Wakefield’s choir, orchestra and band. The students enjoyed the free time and even sang along to some of the carols.  Songs including “True Colors” and “Take a Bow” were performed.

December 22

The Entrepreneurship Class held a fundraiser and each student sold baked goods like cookies, or brownies. They sold them in the main gym lobby, and Ms. Naughton was the teacher who sponsored the event.

December 22 

Alumni came back to visit Wakefield High School. Throughout the school day, the alumni walked around to each of their old classrooms to greet their old friends and teachers. This year 180 people came to Alumni Day.

Week of December 26 
 December 27-29

The George Long Holiday Basketball Tourney took place at Wakefield. The games were good and Wakefield almost took home a win but fell short against the West Potomac Wolverines 70-68. A lot of great Wakefield spirit came out despite the cold to cheer on their Warriors against all the teams in this exciting tournament.

 JANUARY
 Week of January 13

January 13

Senior Shade Ali hosted a Coffee House as a part of his senior project and to help raise money

for his class. Artists in all of the Arlington schools performed, with guest appearances 

 Week of January 27

January 24

The boys and girls varsity basketball team both played against our rival Washington-Lee. All the super fans were on their feet cheering on the boys and were disappointed when the boys were barely defeated with the ending score of 58-53.

January 26

“A Night of One Acts” was disrupted when there was a shortage of water. A water pipe burst, cutting off all water in the school’s building, and all activities were cancelled and everyone had to exit the building.

Week of February 3, 2012

January 30

Mr. Gillespie’s advanced theater class went to JEB Stuart for the VHSL competition. The actors presented the play “Wiley and the Hairy Man” and came in 3rd place, beating 5 other schools.

January 30

Actress Avion Mills was named to the All-Star Cast for her lead role in “Wiley and the Hairy man.” Avion played a mystical conjure woman who helped her son with getting rid of the terrible Hairy Man.

January 31

Red Cross Club hosted a blood drive which took place after school. Many students stopped by to donate blood to those that are in need.

